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(4) Emergency actions. Nothing in this 
section is meant to derogate from the 
authority of the Secretary to take 
emergency action under section 305(e) 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[76 FR 60620, Sept. 29, 2011, as amended at 76 
FR 68656, Nov. 7, 2011; 76 FR 81848, Dec. 29, 
2011] 

§ 648.26 Mackerel, squid, and 
butterfish possession restrictions. 

(a) Atlantic mackerel. (1) A vessel 
must be issued a valid limited access 
mackerel permit to fish for, possess, or 
land more than 20,000 lb (9.08 mt) of At-
lantic mackerel from or in the EEZ per 
trip, provided that the fishery has not 
been closed because 90 percent of the 
DAH has been harvested, as specified in 
§ 648.24(b)(1)(i). 

(i) A vessel issued a Tier 1 Limited 
Access Mackerel Permit is authorized 
to fish for, possess, or land Atlantic 
mackerel with no possession restric-
tion in the EEZ per trip, and may only 
land Atlantic mackerel once on any 
calendar day, which is defined as the 
24-hr period beginning at 0001 hours and 
ending at 2400 hours, provided that the 
fishery has not been closed because 95 
percent of the DAH has been harvested, 
as specified in § 648.24(b)(1)(i). 

(ii) A vessel issued a Tier 2 Limited 
Access Mackerel Permit is authorized 
to fish for, possess, or land up to 135,000 
lb (61.23 mt) of Atlantic mackerel in 
the EEZ per trip, and may only land 
Atlantic mackerel once on any cal-
endar day, which is defined as the 24-hr 
period beginning at 0001 hours and end-
ing at 2400 hours, provided that the 
fishery has not been closed because 95 
percent of the DAH has been harvested, 
as specified in § 648.24(b)(1)(i). 

(iii) A vessel issued a Tier 3 Limited 
Access Mackerel Permit is authorized 
to fish for, possess, or land up to 100,000 
lb (45.36 mt) of Atlantic mackerel in 
the EEZ per trip, and may only land 
Atlantic mackerel once on any cal-
endar day, which is defined as the 24-hr 
period beginning at 0001 hours and end-
ing at 2400 hours, provided that the 
fishery has not been closed because 90 
percent of the Tier 3 allocation has 
been harvested, or 95 percent of the 
DAH has been harvested, as specified in 
§ 648.22(b)(1)(i) and (ii). 

(iv) A vessel issued an open access 
mackerel permit may fish for, possess, 
or land up to 20,000 lb (9.08 mt) of At-
lantic mackerel in the EEZ per trip, 
and may only land Atlantic mackerel 
once on any calendar day, which is de-
fined as the 24-hr period beginning at 
0001 hours and ending at 2400 hours. 

(v) Both vessels involved in a pair 
trawl operation must be issued a valid 
mackerel permits to fish for, possess, 
or land Atlantic mackerel in the EEZ. 
Both vessels must be issued the mack-
erel permit appropriate for the amount 
of mackerel jointly possessed by both 
of the vessels participating in the pair 
trawl operation. 

(2) Mackerel closure possession restric-
tions. (i) Commercial mackerel fishery. 
During a closure of the commercial At-
lantic mackerel fishery, including clo-
sure of the Tier 3 fishery, vessels issued 
a Limited Access Mackerel Permit 
may not fish for, possess, or land more 
than 20,000 lb (9.08 mt) of Atlantic 
mackerel per trip at any time, and may 
only land Atlantic mackerel once on 
any calendar day, which is defined as 
the 24-hr period beginning at 0001 hours 
and ending at 2400 hours. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(b) Longfin squid. During a closure of 

the directed fishery for longfin squid 
vessels may not fish for, possess, or 
land more than 2,500 lb (1.13 mt) of 
longfin squid per trip at any time, and 
may only land longfin squid once on 
any calendar day, which is defined as 
the 24-hr period beginning at 0001 hours 
and ending at 2400 hours. If a vessel has 
been issued a longfin squid incidental 
catch permit (as specified at 
§ 648.4(a)(5)(ii)), then it may not fish 
for, possess, or land more than 2,500 lb 
(1.13 mt) of longfin squid per trip at 
any time and may only land longfin 
squid once on any calendar day. 

(c) Illex. During a closure of the di-
rected fishery for Illex, vessels may not 
fish for, possess, or land more than 
10,000 lb (4.54 mt) of Illex per trip at any 
time, and may only land Illex once on 
any calendar day, which is defined as 
the 24-hr period beginning at 0001 hours 
and ending at 2400 hours. If a vessel has 
been issued an Illex incidental catch 
permit (as specified at § 648.4(a)(5)(ii)), 
then it may not fish for, possess, or 
land more than 10,000 lb (4.54 mt) of 
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Illex per trip at any time, and may only 
land Illex once on any calendar day. 

(d) Butterfish. (1) During a closure of 
the directed fishery for butterfish that 
occurs prior to October 1, vessels may 
not fish for, possess, or land more than 
250 lb (0.11 mt) of butterfish per trip at 
any time, and may only land butterfish 
once on any calendar day, which is de-
fined as the 24-hr period beginning at 
0001 hours and ending at 2400 hours. 
During a closure of the directed fishery 
for butterfish that occurs on or after 
October 1, vessels may not fish for, pos-
sess, or land more than 600 lb (0.27 mt) 
of butterfish per trip at any time, and 
may only land butterfish once on any 
calendar day. If a vessel has been 
issued a butterfish incidental catch 
permit (as specified at § 648.4(a)(5)(ii)), 
it may not fish for, possess, or land 
more than 600 lb (0.27 mt) of butterfish 
per trip at any time, and may only 
land butterfish once on any calendar 
day, unless the directed fishery for 
butterfish closes prior to October 1, 
then a vessel that has been issued a 
butterfish incidental catch permit may 
not fish for, possess, or land more than 
250 lb (0.11 mt) of butterfish per trip at 
any time, and may only land butterfish 
once on any calendar day. 

(2) A vessel issued a butterfish mora-
torium permit (as specified at 
§ 648.4(a)(5)(i)) may not fish for, possess, 
or land more than 5,000 lb (2.27 mt) of 
butterfish per trip at any time, and 
may only land butterfish once on any 
calendar day, which is defined as the 
24-hr period beginning at 0001 hours and 
ending at 2400 hours. 

[76 FR 60621, Sept. 29, 2011, as amended at 76 
FR 68656, Nov. 7, 2011; 77 FR 16480, Mar. 21, 
2012; 77 FR 23636, Apr. 20, 2012] 

§ 648.27 Observer requirements for the 
longfin squid fishery. 

(a) A vessel issued a longfin squid and 
butterfish moratorium permit, as spec-
ified at § 648.4(a)(5)(i), must, for the 
purposes of observer deployment, have 
a representative provide notice to 
NMFS of the vessel name, vessel per-
mit number, contact name for coordi-
nation of observer deployment, tele-
phone number or e-mail address for 
contact; and the date, time, port of de-
parture, and approximate trip dura-
tion, at least 72 hr, but no more than 10 

days, prior to beginning any fishing 
trip, unless it complies with the posses-
sion restrictions in paragraph (c) of 
this section. 

(b) A vessel that has a representative 
provide notification to NMFS as de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section 
may only embark on a longfin squid 
trip without an observer if a vessel rep-
resentative has been notified by NMFS 
that the vessel has received a waiver of 
the observer requirement for that trip. 
NMFS shall notify a vessel representa-
tive whether the vessel must carry an 
observer, or if a waiver has been grant-
ed, for the specified longfin squid trip, 
within 24 hr of the vessel representa-
tive’s notification of the prospective 
longfin squid trip, as specified in para-
graph (a) of this section. Any request 
to carry an observer may be waived by 
NMFS. A vessel that fishes with an ob-
server waiver confirmation number 
that does not match the longfin squid 
trip plan that was called in to NMFS is 
prohibited from fishing for, possessing, 
harvesting, or landing longfin squid ex-
cept as specified in paragraph (c) of 
this section. Confirmation numbers for 
trip notification calls are only valid for 
48 hr from the intended sail date. 

(c) A vessel issued a longfin squid and 
butterfish moratorium permit, as spec-
ified in § 648.4(a)(5)(i), that does not 
have a representative provide the trip 
notification required in paragraph (a) 
of this section is prohibited from fish-
ing for, possessing, harvesting, or land-
ing 2,500 lb (1.13 mt) or more of longfin 
squid per trip at any time, and may 
only land longfin squid once on any 
calendar day, which is defined as the 
24-hr period beginning at 0001 hours and 
ending at 2400 hours. 

(d) If a vessel issued a longfin squid 
and butterfish moratorium permit, as 
specified in § 648.4(a)(5)(i), intends to 
possess, harvest, or land 2,500 lb (1.13 
mt) or more of longfin squid per trip or 
per calendar day, has a representative 
notify NMFS of an upcoming trip, is 
selected by NMFS to carry an observer, 
and then cancels that trip, the rep-
resentative is required to provide no-
tice to NMFS of the vessel name, vessel 
permit number, contact name for co-
ordination of observer deployment, and 
telephone number or e-mail address for 
contact, and the intended date, time, 
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